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DANIEL BOONE AT LIMESTONE, 1786—1787. 

By David I. Bushnell, Jr. 

The Virginia Gazette of April 19, 1787 contained this news 
item: 

"Richmond, April 18. 

A Gentleman who arrived the 9 th of this month at Philadel- 
phia, from Kentucky, has favoured us with the following in- 
telligence, viz., That some prisoners having been taken by the 
inhabitants from the Indians in the month of October last, 
among which were a squaw and a Frenchman, the two latter 
were sent out with proposals for an exchange of prisoners; in 
consequence of which, Noamohouoh(l), a Chief of the Shawo- 
nee nation, attended at the mouth of Limestone (2), on the 4 th 
of March last, and delivered the following speech. 

My Brothers, 

I am very glad you are willing to exchange prisoners, and 
agreeable to your request by the squaw and Frenchman, have 

sent in three of yours, and hope that you will give up two for 

_ 

(2) Limestone creek flows through the present Mason county, Ken- 
tucky, and enters the Ohio. Mayr.ville, formerly known as Limestone, 
stands at the mouth of the creek. 
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Mr. Clark's (3) son, arid one a-piece for the others, agreeable 
to your own proposals. I have been sent here by Captain 
Johnny (4), the Head Chief of the Shawonee nation, to repre- 
sent him to you, as he could collect the whole of the prisoners; 
which he will do and be at Limestone within one month of the 
date hereof; and for fear your people should be uneasy, have 
sent me with the above-mentioned prisoners as a confirmation 
of our intentions. 

He further says, that the Delawares, Mingoes, and Wiandots, 
have wanted them to go up the Big River to make peace with 
the white people, but we refused, and will not have any concern 
with them, as we think this is the place to exchange prisoners 
and settle our peace, and hope you will not pay any attention 
to other nations talk, for we mean to be at peace. (5) 

Noamohouoh 
Chief of the Shawonee nation. 

The Indians from beyond the Ohio had been very active, and 
during the early autumn of 1786 Col. Benjamin Logan (6) was 
ordered by Gen. Clark to raise a force to penetrate the Indian 
country. Accordingly Logan gathered between four hundred 
and five hundred men, crossed the Ohio at Limestone, and went 
as far as the head of Mad river, in the present Logan Co. Ohio. 
Towns and fields were laid waste, and about seventy prisoners 
taken. (7) 

It was, undoubtedly, to the prisoners taken by Col. Logan 

that the article in the Gazette referred, the same who were later 

to b e supplied with provisions by Daniel Boone a nd John Crow. 

(3) It is not known to whom this may refer. 
(4) 

(5) The treaty of Fort Mcintosh was signed January 21, 1785 by 
Commissioners of the United States "and the Sachems and Warriors of 
the Wiandot, Delaware, Chippewa and Ottawa Nations." The Shawnee 
did not take part in this treaty, but one year later, at the mouth of the 
Great Miami, on January 31, 1786, they signed a separate treaty with 
representatives of the United States. 

(6) Benjamin Logan was born in Augusta Co. Virginia, about 1742, 
and died in Kentucky, December 11, 1802. Was with the expedition 
commanded by Col. Henry Bouquet, and in 1775 joined Daniel Boone, 
then on his way to Kentucky. Soon he began the construction of the 
stockade known as Logan's Fort, one mile east of the present Stanford. 
He was actively engaged in public affairs, and often served in the legis- 
lature of the newly formed state. 

(7) Collins, R. H. History of Kentucky. I. Covington, 1878. 
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Boone was at this time an Inn keeper and merchant at Lime- 
stone, having settled there a few months previous. His ac- 
counts made at this time, all in his own writing, have recently 
been discovered among the Vouchers of the Contingent Fund, 
in the Virginia State Library, and are now, for the first time 
printed. They are given in chronological order, the first prob- 
ably indicating the date of the arrival of the captives. 

October the 15 th 1786 
State of virgania Dr to Dal Boone 
for 19 galons of Whiskey Delivered to 
the Indins priseners on there first arrivel 

atLimeston £3-0-0 

Daniel Boone 
Aug 22 th 1787 

1 duler certify the Above Account to be just 

Benjamin Logan 

The squaw and Frenchman who were mentioned in the Ga- 
zette later obtained many articles from Boone, as noted on the 
second voucher: 

Limestone feb'ry y 2 1787 
Daniel Boone Furnished the Frenchman 
& Squaw With 
one Gun <§L.._2. 0. 

2 Saddles @ 30s-d 3. 0. 

2 Briddle @ 5s-d 0. 10. 

2 Qts Salt ls-d .0. 2. 

1 Lb Powder... 0. 6. 

2 Lb Lead Public Property 

20 Lb Bread... 0. 5. 

20 Lb Dry Beef 0. 5. 

1 Ax. 0. 16. 

1 Bag @. .0. 6. 

To 4 Days Diet 1. 4. 

1 Shott Bag & Horn 0. 5. 

2 Horses Public Property 1. 4. For 
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Bringing them In 
1 Blanket.... @ ....0. 15. 9 

1 Qt Rum. _ @ ....0. 5. 

2 Men 4 Dayes as a gard _. 1. 12. 



12. 9.0 
Daniel Boone 
On the back of the slip is this indorsement : 

August 22 th 1787 
The within mentioned Artickels was nessassary for 
the Indiens & I think the Accounts is just 

Benjamin Logan 

As related in the Gazette, the Shawnee chief visited Lime- 
stone March 4, 1787 and delivered three white captives, asking 
in exchange four of the Indians then held by th§ whites. The 
following account may refer to this exchange of prisoners. 

Daniel Boone Furnished Peter and 

4 Prisoners — on the First Exchange 

With 3 Bush'ls Corn. 0. 12. 

30 Lb Bacon. 1. 10. 

10 Lb Dry Beef.__ 0. .3 4 

2 Qts Salt._ 0. .3 



2. 8.4 
Daniel Boone 
And on the back it is indorsed: 
August 22 th 1787 
the within Mentioned Artickels was nessasary for 
the Indiens & I think the Accounts is just 

Benjamin Logan 

In the next voucher the Frenchman is again mentioned. The 
last item on this document is of special interest, showing as it 
does that Boone had a Shanwee chief, probably Noamohouoh, 
at his Inn for twenty days. 

Limestone Apl 27 th 1787 
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Daniel Boone Furnished the 

Indians With the Following provisions 

21 Gall'ns Whisky £ 6. 6. 

230 Lb Flower. 2. 6. 8 

100 Lb Bacon.. 4. 0. 

100 Lb Dry Beef. _ 1. 13. 4 

14. 6.0 
John Riggs Express Eight days, Man & 

Horse ..2. 8. 

and 9 men 

George Mifford an ascort 4 day.— 5. 0. 

Cash to Bare the Frenchmans Expence 

to Danville. 1. 12. 

one Beef For thir Return Home. 3. 10. 

Micagy Callaway Served twenty 

days as an Interpreter. .6. 0. 

Shanee Chief 20 days diet 1. 16. 



£34. 12.0 

August 22 th 1787. The within mentioned Artickels was nes- 
sasary for the Indiens & I think the Account is just 

Benjamin Logan 
Daniel Boone 
The most interesting of the Boone items consists of several 
sheets of paper, folded and fastened in book form, and bearing 
on the first page, in his own writing, the legend : 
Daniel Boones 

Indan Book 
Three- pages of the book give lists of supplies furnished the 
Indians and charged to the "State of Virgania," all are here 
quoted in full, the third being reproduced. 
Page 1 

July the 10 th 1787 
State of Virgania D T to 
Dal Boon for Indan purvistion 

501b. flower. 0. 12. 

H galon Salt... < 0. 2. 
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20 lb Backer 0. 15. 

2 qurts Whiskey 0. 4. 

2 Do for the gards 0. 4. 

20 lb Backer Do 0. 15. 

Do 1 galan Whiskey. 0. 6. 

Do 2 galons Salt 0. 6. 

Do 10 Diets- 0. 12. 6 

Do 50 lb Wight flower. 0. 12. 

2 Months Diet for 

the interpeter peter 4. 16. 

Do 50 lb flower^ 0. 12. 

Do 20 lb Backer 0. 15. 

Do 2 galons Whiskey... 0. 12. 

Do for Blanket 0. 10. 



£11. 13. 6 
Page 2 

August the 6 th 1787 furnished 
the Exspress from Capt Johney 
20 lb flower 1 galon Whiskey 

10 Shilings... 0. 10. 

10 lb Backer 0. 10. 

20 lb Dry Beef... 0. 6. 8 

100 lb flower to meet 

the priseners 1. 0. 

20 lb Bacon 1. 0. 

august the 10 th 1787 furnished 
Capt Johneys Company and prisers 

400 lb flower 4. 0. 

400 lb Beef hid & tela - 3. 10. 

50 lb Bacon 2. 10. 

16 qurts Salt 0. 12. 

4 bushel potacs 0. 12. 

30 galans Whiska 9. 0. 

2 Qurts Salt for peter 0. 2. 

£23. 12. 8 
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P»ge 3 

To 1 Beef 3. 10. 

To 2 yd Caleco for buril of the Dad ...0. 16. 

To 10 Qurts Salt 0. 10. 

2 bushels Corn 0. 8. 

Do 10 Bushels 2. 0. 

4 galons Whiskey 1. 4. 

2 galans Brandy 1. 4. 

20 lb Bacon 1. 0. 

Cash payd for Corn - 0. 18. 



£13. 6.0 
August 22 th , 1787 
The within mentioned 
Artickels was nessasary for 
the Indiens & I think the 
Accounts is just 

200 lb Beef 1. 16. 

Benjamin Logan 



£13. 6.0 
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48. 12. 2 

Daniel Boone 
During the autumn of 1787 Boone was a member of the Vir- 
ginia legislature, and in this capacity remained in Richmond 
from October until the following January. The indorsements 
on the five vouchers bear the same date, August 22, and prob- 
ably indicate the time of his departure from Kentucky. The 
papers were evidently carried by Boone to Richmond and pre- 
sented for collection soon after his arrival, as indicated by the 
entry in the Journal of the Governor and Council (Executive) , 
Ms. vol. in the Virginia State Library. 
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Monday October 22 d 1787 
The Governor laid before the board a Claim of 

Daniel Boone for Supplies furnished the Indian Prisoners 

per order of Colo Logan — 
Also a claim of Thomas Ball for twelve Days waggonage 

& forage found in carrying said prisoners to Limestone as 

certified by Colo Logan. 

Whereupon it is advised 

That the Auditor be directed to settle the said Claims and 

make a reasonable allowance therefor out of the Contingent 

fund to be charged to the United States. 

The following paper was filed with the vouchers and shows 
Boone's claim to have been allowed, a warrant being issued 
two days later. 

In Council October 22 d 1787 

The Auditor is directed ta settle the account of 
Daniel Boone for supplies furnished the 
Indian prisoners, as certified by Colo Logan 
& make him a reasonable allowance, out 
of the Contingent fund, for the supplies fur- 
nished as aforesaid, to be charged to the 
United States — 

Extract from the Minutes — 
A. Blair C. C. 

State of Daniel Boone's claim 

Amount of Supplies p Voucher No. 1 48. 12. 2 

ditto 2 12. 9. 

ditto 3 34. 12. 

ditto 4 3. 0. 

ditto 5 2. 8. 4 



£101. 1. 6 
Warrant iss d 24 Octo. '87 
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The voucher presented by Thomas Ball (or Balls), as indi- 
cated in the Journal quoted above, is preserved among the Con- 
tingent Fund vouchers in the Virginia State Library and is here 
given in full : 

Crows Station September 17 th 1787 
I Do hear by Certify that Thomas Balls waggon and teem and 
waggonier Sarved In Actual Sarvis by Collo. Logans Orders 
twelve Days In Carrying the Indian Prisaners to Limestone, and 
Brought Back from Lexington nine hundred Pounds of Powder 
to Danville, also Furnished two Bushels of Indian Corn — Five 
and one half Bushels of Oats and one Dozen of Sheaf Oats, and 
two hundred w* of hay for the use of Said teem. The time Com- 
menced the thirteenth Day of august and Ended the twenty 
Fourth Boath Days Included given Under My hand the 

12 day at 15s£9. 0. Day above written 

John Crow C J P (8) 
Benjamin Logan 

The voucher bears this indorsement: 

In Council October 22 J 1787 
The Auditor will settle the within Claim of Thomas Ball & 
make him a reasonable allowance out of the Contingent fund, 
for twelve Days Waggonage & forage found in carrying indian 
prisoners to Limestone as per order of Colo Logan, to be 
Charged to the United States 

Attest 

A. Blair C. C. 

How to obtain the necessary supplies for the Indian prisoners 
appears to have been a very grave problem, and John Crow, who 
had been appointed commissary to the Indians, was often forced 
to make the purchases at his personal risk. His petition to the 
General Assembly of the State of Virginia is among the Execu- 
tive Papers, October 1787, in the Virginia State Library, and is 
of the greatest interest, bearing as it does the signatures of many 
who were destined to become famous in the annals of Kentucky. 
The petition is given in full : 

(8) John Crow settled near Danville before 1782. 
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To the Honourable the General Assembly 
of the State of Virginia 

The Petition of John Crow humbly Sheweth 

That he was appointed by Colonel Logan Commissary of the 
Indian Prisoners who were taken by the troops under his com- 
mand in the autumn of 1786, & was in consequence of this ap- 
pointment ordered by Cap n Greenup to procure for the said 
Prisoners forty days provisions. 

That after this had been expended, he was ordered to procure 
thrity days provisions more, & for want of any mode being 
adopted for the support of said Prisoners, your Petitioner, 
through humanity, saw himself obliged to supply the said pris- 
oners from time to time with provisions & other necessaries, 
which made it impossible to him to Supply them at as cheap a 
rate as if he had been beforehand apprized of the length of time 
and number of Rations which he was to furnish the said Pris- 
oners; and as he continues to act as a Commissary for them & 
has been & is obliged to pay cash for their necessaries, Your 
petitioner hopes that you will order his account to be paid out 
of the treasury; or if it does not seem to you expedient, that you 
would order that he should receive the amount of his accompt 
out of the monies that are now, or hereafter may be in the Cus- 
tody of the Clerks of the several Courts of the District of Ken- 
tucky, as it is impossible for him to Support the said prisoners, 
without being enabled by your Honourable body to lay in more 
provisions, and Your Petitioner, as in <Juty bound, Shall 

ever pray &c 

John Crow 

We certify that the above Petitioner has supplied the Indian 
Prisoners with provisions & other necessaries, at great expence 
& detriment of his own affairs; & that he has sundry times made 
application to the people of this District to Join him in the 
support of the said Prisoners, but without any effectual mode 
being adopted for helping him to furnish further supplies. 
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John Edwards Caleb Wallace 

P. Tardiveau Harry Innis 

Benjamin Logan James Gurrard 

John Crittenden Ben. Sebastian 

G. R. Clark George Muter 

Saml McDowell 
Isaac Cox 
On the back of the paper is this note: 
Jno Crows pet s 
Done Oct. 18, 1787 

The several documents given on the preceding pages, relating 
as they do to the economic conditions on the frontier of Virginia 
some five years before the District of Kentucky was set apart as 
a separate state, are of the greatest interest. Others of a like 
or even greater value are undoubtedly hidden among the in- 
numerable papers in the Virginia State Library, and eventually 
they may be brought to light and made available for the his- 
torian. I now desire to acknowledge my indebtedness to Mr. 
Earl G. Swem of the library, for having called my attention to 
the items once belonging to that most romantic and typical 
character of frontier life, Daniel Boone. 



